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THE LAST WORD

What the (city) administration 
decided to do was to say we have a 

plan A, a plan B and a plan C. And we will 
work through these three plans 
sequentially, until we have a landfill.”

Roger Babcock
City Department of Environmental Services director, at a 
Wahiawa community meeting where residents opposed the 
city’s landfill site proposed in their neighborhood

By Dr. Naoto T. Ueno

For more than 50 years, the Uni-
versity of Hawaii Cancer Center 
has been at the forefront of pre-

venting and treating cancer. Our 
work has saved countless lives by 
uncovering the causes of cancer 
across different ethnicities, improv-
ing detection and developing novel 
treatments. These breakthroughs 
have translated into better care for 
patients across Hawaii and beyond. 
And we have exciting plans for 
growth.

However, despite our undeniable 
progress, we are spending precious 
time and resources worrying about 
how to fund our operations, instead 
of on advancing cancer research and 
saving lives.

For decades, the state has invested 
in the UH Cancer Center by allocating 
a portion of the cigarette excise tax 
to support our work. While the de-
cline in smoking rates — a result of 
public education and strong policies 
— is a victory for public health, this 
has resulted in the reduction of a vi-
tal funding stream for the UH Cancer 
Center, Hawaii’s only National Cancer 
Institute-designated cancer center.

Nearly 10 years ago, Hawaii be-
came the first state to raise the legal 
age for tobacco sales to 21. We ini-
tially received $20 million annually 
from tobacco sales to support build-
ing bonds, operational costs and 
life-saving research. But today, our al-
location is down to just $8 million — 

an amount that is 
insufficient after account-
ing for building bonds 
alone.

The entire tobacco in-
dustry has benefited from 
increased retail prices, 
yet the tax rate has re-
mained stagnant for 13 
years. This has allowed 
the tobacco industry to 
reap profits while essen-
tial cancer prevention and 
treatment efforts struggle 
for funding. It’s time to ad-
dress this disparity and 
provide the resources 
necessary to continue the 
fight against cancer.

The UH Cancer Center proposed 
raising the cigarette tax last year, and 
we will request this again in the cur-
rent legislative session to increase 
the cigarette excise tax from 16 cents 
to 18 cents per cigarette. Such a mod-
est 2-cent increase — which would 
be the first in more than a decade — 
could stabilize our funding and allow 
us to focus on advancing cancer pre-
vention, diagnosis and treatment for 
the people of Hawaii.

Some may voice concerns, particu-
larly small retailers who worry about 
the impact on their businesses or 
fear increased theft or black-market 
activity. However, the cost of inaction 
far outweighs these concerns. Can-
cer knows no boundaries, and with-
out proper funding, we risk 
undermining our ongoing progress in 

cancer prevention and 
care. In Hawaii, we lose 
2,300 residents to cancer 
annually, and one-quarter 
of these deaths are linked 
to smoking.

The UH Cancer Center 
generated $41 million in 
grants and contracts in fis-
cal year 2024, a remarkable 
achievement for an institu-
tion of our size. We collab-
orate with Hawaii’s major 
health care providers and 
provide unparalleled ser-
vice to patients across the 
state and the U.S.-affiliated 
Pacific Islands. In October, 
we renewed our status as 

an NCI-designated cancer center, 
held since 1996, a prestigious distinc-
tion placing us among the top 4% of 
cancer centers nationwide.

However, the UH Cancer Center’s 
ability to retain this coveted designa-
tion and continue providing world-
class care is at risk due to the lack of 
adequate public funding. No NCI-des-
ignated cancer center operates with-
out public investment. Our 
community deserves the best level of 
care and innovation.

A 2-cent increase in the cigarette 
tax is a small investment with a pro-
found return. It allows us to focus on 
what we do best: fighting cancer and 
saving lives. As the saying goes, an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure. In this case, prevention and 
progress cost just two pennies.

By Eric Wright, Alanna James  
and Chris Bennett

For more than 15 years, Hawaii 
has been working toward 100% 
renewable energy for the elec-

tricity and transportation sectors. 
For even longer, we’ve talked about 
diversifying our state’s economy to 
add to our strong visitor industry.

Local production of renewable fu-
els provides a pivotal opportunity to 
make Hawaii more energy indepen-
dent and drive economic growth.

Par Hawaii, the state’s largest sup-
plier of energy products, is investing 
more than $90 million in new technol-
ogy to produce 60 million gallons of 
renewable fuels annually, starting 
later this year. Over the past 18 
months, Pono Pacific, the state’s larg-
est natural resources conservation 
company, has been growing oil crops 
on Hawaii island, Kauai, Maui and 
Oahu, with promising results. Hawai-
ian Airlines, the state’s largest airline 
now part of the Alaska Air Group, is 
also investing in local renewable fuels 
production solutions.

We are on the right path to decar-
bonize our state, most notably for 
electricity generation. With support 
from Hawaii’s Legislature, we can ac-
celerate our progress further.

In 2008, Hawaii set a bold, ambitious 
goal to use 100% renewable energy by 
2045. The Hawaii Clean Energy Initia-
tive, an agreement between the U.S. 
Department of Energy and the state of 
Hawaii, demonstrated our state’s vi-
sionary thinking. Many other states 
have since made similar commitments 
to adopt 100% clean energy.

Currently, about 30% of Hawaii’s 
electricity comes from renewable 
sources, 20% of which is from solar 

power. The majority of this comes 
from rooftop photovoltaic (PV) sys-
tems of Hawaii residents and busi-
nesses that invested in PV and 
battery storage with the support of 
government incentives.

In 2015, our Legislature raised the 
bar higher, proclaiming Hawaii will be 
the first state to obtain 100% of its 
electricity from renewable sources by 
2045. To do this, we will need “firm en-
ergy” sources to feed the electric grid 
and provide a consistent, reliable 
source of electricity to augment “in-
termittent energy” sources such as 
solar and wind power.

We can expand our state’s agricul-
ture industry through locally grown 
crops such as camelina sativa. Came-
lina is an oilseed with a short growing 
cycle, which can be rotated with food 
crops, providing an additional cash 
crop for farmers to grow. Camelina re-
quires low amounts of water, en-
hances microbial communities, 
provides food for pollinators and pre-
vents erosion. The byproducts of 
camelina oil production can be used 

as feed for cat-
tle, dairy cows 
and chickens, 
enhancing our 
local, self-sus-
taining econ-
omy.

The benefits 
of clean fuels 
extend beyond 
electricity.

Par Hawaii 
will also be pro-
ducing sustain-
able aviation 
fuel, which will 
be critical to de-
carbonizing the 

aviation sector in our state, and re-
newable diesel fuel, which can be 
used to power trucks and oceangoing 
vessels. These are proven “drop-in” 
fuels that function in the same way as 
fossil fuels, but offer a 40% to 80% re-
duction in lifecycle carbon emissions.

As with any emerging industry, the 
initial costs are higher, and history 
has shown state incentives can be a 
catalyst for positive change. For ex-
ample, state tax credits to encourage 
rooftop solar systems have proven 
the transformative value of govern-
ment incentives to disrupt the status 
quo and stimulate the market to cre-
ate sustainable energy solutions.

As we enter the final 20-year stretch 
to meet our state’s 100% renewable 
energy goal, we look forward to part-
nering with the Legislature to increase 
Hawaii’s renewable fuels tax credit to 
accelerate our transition to cleaner fu-
els, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
support highly-skilled manufacturing 
jobs and reap all of the other benefits 
of a sustainable, diversified economy 
for our state.

Raise tax 2 cents for cancer research

Tax credit will boost green energy push

P am Bondi’s comport-
ment at Wednesday’s 
Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee hearing was reassur-
ing, especially her promise 
that, as attorney general of 
the United States, she would 
not abide an “enemies list,” 
nor target people because of 
their politics.

Well, that’s a relief. Be-
cause her new boss gives 
America reason to worry 
about such behavior.

Bondi’s responses to sen-
ators’ questions across the 
board were crisp and suc-
cinct. When Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal (D-Conn.) 
pressed her to chastise Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump’s 
nominee to run the FBI, 
Kash Patel, for making “inap-
propriate” remarks, she in-
stead backhanded him with 
civility.

“What I can sit here and 
tell you,” she said, “is [Patel] 
will follow the law if I am the 
attorney general of the 
United States, and I don’t be-
lieve he would do anything 
otherwise.”

Bondi was everything one 
would expect of a career 
prosecutor and Florida’s for-
mer attorney general: un-
flappable, confident and 
steely with her smile. It 
seemed clear that most of 
those present respected her 
professional history and 
qualifications for the job. 
But lawmakers have reason 
to be concerned that she 
might not be so stalwart 
once Trump is in office.

As Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) 
said, “At issue is not your 
competence nor your expe-
rience. At issue is your abil-
ity to say no.”

Can Bondi say no when 
Trump wants her to take on 
his perceived enemies in the 
media? Consider the nui-
sance lawsuit he filed last 
month in Iowa against a poll-
ster whose predictions he 
didn’t like.

Trump accused Iowa poll-
ster J. Ann Selzer of “elec-
tion interference” for 
projecting that Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris would 
win Iowa by three percent-
age points — and the Des 
Moines Register for printing 
her findings. The suit is 
probably going nowhere, 
but winning isn’t always 
Trump’s objective, even if 
he says it is. He can ruin 
people and companies just 
by jamming them up with 
expensive legal challenges.

His complaint says Selzer 
violated the Iowa Consumer 
Fraud Act when her errone-
ous survey results were 
printed in the capital city’s 
newspaper of record three 
days before Nov. 5. This law 
can’t possibly be applicable, 
however, given its require-
ment that a plaintiff identify 

a fraudulent or deceptive 
statement “in connection 
with the advertisement, 
sale, or lease of consumer 
merchandise, or the solicita-
tion of contributions for 
charitable purposes.”

Selzer made no fraudulent 
statement, nor did she so-
licit money. She made a rare 
mistake in her interpretation 
of polling data. Once consid-
ered the best pollster in poli-
tics, according to FiveThirty- 
Eight, she correctly pre-
dicted that Trump would 
win Iowa in 2016 and 2020, 
but misfired in 2024. Trump 
did not lose Iowa by three 
points; he won it by 13.

Had Trump lost Iowa to 
Harris, he might have had 
some reason to question the 
pollster’s methods or the 
newspaper’s decision to 
print her findings pre-elec-
tion. But sue? In any case, he 
didn’t lose. What’s the beef?

Legal experts consider 
the case a SLAPP — a Strate-
gic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation. Plaintiffs don’t 
expect to prevail in SLAPP 
cases but seek to intimidate 
people or groups to silence 
them. Do Trump’s support-
ers really want this? If you 
think it’s a good idea to  
silence certain people —  
I have a few ideas — you 
might change your mind 
when it’s your side that’s be-
ing silenced.

Meanwhile, we’re about to 
have a president of the 
United States who thinks 
slapping people with spuri-
ous lawsuits is fair play. 

The Foundation for Indi-
vidual Rights and Expres-
sion is representing Selzer 
pro bono. FIRE explains that 
SLAPP suits are “part of a 
worrying trend of activists 
and officials using consumer 
fraud lawsuits to target po-
litical speech they don’t 
like.”

For now, the First Amend-
ment protects opinions. But 
the notion that people can 
be silenced by expensive  
legal intimidation — insti-
gated by the president —  
is a clear and present dan-
ger to freedoms guaranteed 
by the U.S. Constitution.

One would like to think 
that Trump, having won fair, 
square and without chal-
lenge from Democrats, 
could assume office Monday 
and lead without being dis-
tracted by score-settling. 
Few people get a second 
stab at greatness, but 
Trump is like no other. 

By whatever forces of na-
ture, providence or fate, he 
has been offered a choice 
worthy of the Holy Grail. He 
can strive to become a big-
ger man, ignore his critics 
and consider instead our 
country’s real enemies. Or 
he can stay an aggrieved 
narcissist with a chip on his 
shoulder, who only brags 
that he’s the bigger man.

Choose wisely, sir. If cour-
age fails you, take inspira-
tion from your future 
attorney general. Pam Bondi 
knows something about be-
ing the “biggest” person in 
the room. You might even 
smile at your critics now 
and then.

U.S. is no country for enemies 
lists; let’s hope Bondi agrees 

ISLAND VOICES

Naoto Ueno, M.D., 
Ph.D., a two-time 
cancer survivor, is 
a cancer re-
searcher and direc-
tor of the University 
of Hawaii Cancer 
Center.

———
Kathleen Parker writes for The Washington Post.
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Eric Wright, left, is president of Par Hawaii, which operates 
the state’s only oil refinery; Alanna James is managing direc-
tor of sustainability initiatives for Hawaiian Airlines; and  
Chris Bennett is vice president of sustainable energy for Pono 
Pacific Land Management, Hawaii’s largest private natural  
resource conservation company. This was co-signed by  
Nahelani Parsons, executive director of the Hawai‘i Renew-
able Fuels Coalition.
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An October event at the University of Hawaii Cancer Center celebrated the center’s renewed National Can-
cer Institute designation. An ‘Ohana Pink dedication board also marked Breast Cancer Awareness Month.


